
World Religions 

How they regard Jesus 

(Reference: Wikipedia) 



Roman Catholic Church 

• From Catholic Online: 

– Jesus Christ is God the Son, who became man for us 

– Jesus Christ is truly God, the Second Person of the 
Trinity, the Son, the Eternal Word, who with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit always was, is, and always 
will be 

– Jesus Christ is truly man because he has the nature of 
man, having a body and soul. 

– Jesus Christ was not always man but he became man 
in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 

http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus/webelieve.php 



Roman Catholic Church 

• Salvation is through faith and good works 

• Other doctrines: 

– Mary is ever-virgin, “mother of God”, intercessor 

– Transubstantiation 

– Purgatory 



Checklist 

Religion Jesus is God Triunity of 
 God 

Salvation by 
 faith alone 

Roman Catholic Church yes yes no 



Iglesia ni Cristo (INC) 

• The official doctrines of the church profess that Jesus 
Christ is the founder of the INC and that Felix Manalo 
was the last messenger, sent by God to re-establish 
the Christian Church to its true, pristine form because 
the original church was apostatized.  

• INC teaches that the apostate church is the Roman 
Catholic Church, and proclaims that Catholic 
beliefs shared by most Christians, such as 
the Trinity are proof of this apostasy.  

• The church teaches that the Trinity and the divinity of 
Jesus and of the Holy Spirit are not biblical. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iglesia_ni_Cristo 



Iglesia ni Cristo 

• Teaches that it is the whole church building 
which will be lifted up to heaven 

• Salvation is through membership of this 
church 



Checklist 

Religion Jesus is God Triunity of 
 God 

Salvation by 
 faith alone 

Roman Catholic Church Yes  Yes  No  

Iglesia ni Cristo No  No  No  



Jehovah’s Witnesses 

• Jehovah's Witnesses' beliefs are based on their 
interpretations of the Bible and they prefer to use their 
own translation, the New World Translation of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

• They believe that the destruction of the present world 
system at Armageddon is imminent, and that the 
establishment of God's kingdom on earth is the only 
solution for all problems faced by mankind 

• They reject Trinitarianism, inherent immortality of 
the soul, and hellfire, which they consider to be 
unscriptural doctrines.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah's_Witnesses 



Jehovah’s Witnesses 

• Teaching about Jesus: 
– first created being of Jehovah God ("This means that 

he was created before all the other spirit sons of God, 
and that he is the only one who was directly created 
by God" ) 

– "Reasonably, then, the archangel Michael is Jesus 
Christ. So the evidence indicates that the Son of God 
(Jesus) was known as Michael before he came to 
earth“ (analyze Hebrews 1 and 2) 

– denies the deity and eternal preexistence of Jesus 
Christ.  

http://www.4truth.net/fourtruthpbnew.aspx?pageid=8589952835 



Checklist 

Religion Jesus is God Triunity of 
 God 

Salvation by 
 faith alone 

Roman Catholic Church Yes  Yes  No  

Iglesia ni Cristo No  No  No  

Jehovah’s Witness No/Yes?  No  ? 



Muslim religion 

• Jesus is considered to have been a Muslim (i.e., 
one who submits to the will of God), as he 
preached that his followers should adopt the 
"straight path" as commanded by God.  

• Islam rejects the Trinitarian Christian view that 
Jesus was God incarnate or the son of God, that 
he was ever crucified or resurrected, or that he 
ever atoned for the sins of mankind.  

• The Quran emphasizes that Jesus was a mortal 
human being who, like all other prophets, had 
been divinely chosen to spread God's message. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_in_Islam 



Muslim religion 

• The Quran says that Jesus himself never 
claimed any of these things, and it 
furthermore indicates that Jesus will deny 
having ever claimed divinity at the Last 
Judgment, and God will vindicate him. 

* http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_in_Islam 



Checklist 

Religion Jesus is God Triunity of 
 God 

Salvation by 
 faith alone 

Roman Catholic Church Yes  Yes  No  

Iglesia ni Cristo No  No  No  

Jehovah’s Witness No/Yes?  No  ? 

Muslim No No ? 



Buddhists 

• Simply as a man because Buddha lived 400 to 500 
years before Jesus.* Jesus is not part of the Buddhist 
tradition especially since Buddhism preceded 
Christianity by several centuries. The concept of any 
deity is not part of the Buddhist tradition.  

• Buddha said "(one must) Work out your own 
salvation with diligence." Buddha further suggests 
that "Those who rely upon themselves only, not 
looking to assistance by anyone besides themselves, it 
is they who reach the topmost height." 

* http://www.ddplnet.com/Timeline_world.pdf 
http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_do_Buddhists_view_Jesus 



Checklist 

Religion Jesus is God Triunity of 
 God 

Salvation by 
 faith alone 

Roman Catholic Church Yes  Yes  No  

Iglesia ni Cristo No  No  No  

Jehovah’s Witness No/Yes?  No  ? 

Muslim No No Works? 

Buddhists No  No  Works?  



Mormons 

• considers itself to be a restoration of the church 
founded by Jesus Christ. 

• Under the doctrine of continuing revelation, 
Latter-day Saints believe that Jesus Christ, under 
the direction of Heavenly Father, leads the church 
by revealing His will to its president, whom 
adherents regard as a modern-day "prophet, seer, 
and revelator“ 

• Book of Mormon, a self-described chronicle 
of indigenous American prophets that Smith said 
he had translated from golden plates. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Church_of_Jesus_Christ_of_Latter-day_Saints 



Mormons 

• Smith 

– introduced polygamy to his closest associates 

– said the Lord had revealed to him, to allow 
righteous people to become gods (joint heirs with 
Christ) in the afterlife 

– two heavenly "personages" (LDS interpret them to 
be God the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ) 
appeared to him at age 14 

 



Mormons 

• Distinct beliefs: 
– every human spirit is a literal child of Heavenly Father, and 

each has the potential to continue to learn, grow, and 
progress in the eternities, eventually achieving eternal life 
(which Latter-day Saints view as distinct from immortality), 
which is to become one with God in the same way 
that Jesus Christ is one with the Father, thus allowing the 
children of God to become divine beings or "gods" 
themselves 

– The process by which this is done is called exaltation, a 
doctrine which includes the reunification of the mortal 
family after the resurrection and the ability to have spirit 
children in the afterlife and inherit a portion of God's 
kingdom 



Mormons 

•  Distinct beliefs: 
– To obtain this state of godhood, the church teaches 

that one must have faith in Jesus Christ, repent of his 
or her sins, strive to keep the commandments 
faithfully, and participate in a sequence of 
ceremonial covenants called ordinances, which 
include baptism, receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
the Endowment, and celestial marriage. 

– Ordinances such as baptisms for the dead, sealings, 
and endowments are performed in temples that are 
built and dedicated specifically for these purposes. 



Checklist 

Religion Jesus is God Triunity of 
 God 

Salvation by 
 faith alone 

Roman Catholic Church Yes  Yes  No  

Iglesia ni Cristo No  No  No  

Jehovah’s Witness No/Yes?  No  ? 

Muslim No No Works? 

Buddhists No  No  Works?  

Mormons Yes ? ? 



Protestants 

• Belief in the Triunity of God: the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit 

• Jesus is God made flesh and the author of 
salvation 

• Salvation is faith in Jesus alone; good works are 
evidence of real faith 

• Different from Catholic Church through: 
– Salvation by faith alone 
– No biblical basis for purgatory, daily eucharist, trans-

substantiation, role of Mary in salvation  
– Intercessor = Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 



Checklist 

Religion Jesus is God Triunity of 
 God 

Salvation by 
 faith alone 

Roman Catholic Church Yes  Yes  No  

Iglesia ni Cristo No  No  No  

Jehovah’s Witness No/Yes?  No  ? 

Muslim No No Works? 

Buddhists No  No  Works?  

Mormons Yes ? ? 

Protestants Yes  Yes  Yes  


