
The Significance of Holy Week 



BACKGROUND 



Man was created to live forever in 
paradise 

• Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 2:8-17 

– Man was created to live forever 

– He is holy, he sees God face to face, he has eternal 
life 



Man lost this original state because of 
sin 

• Genesis 3:6-19 

– Committed sin (=only one act of disobedience!) 

– Man will DIE from hence 

– Sin = death 



All men will sin and die, all his efforts 
to re-enter  paradise/heaven will fail 

• Romans 5:12 

– Sin came to the world through one man 

– Death came through sin 

– All men sinned 



God shows the way: sacrifice(s) 

• Leviticus 5:14-19; Leviticus 6:1-6 

• Guilt offering:  
– Indications: 

• Commits a violation and sins unintentionally in regard to any 
of the Lord’s holy things 

• Sins and does what is forbidden in any of the Lord’s 
commands even though he does not know it 

– Procedure: 
• Ram without blemish 

• Slaughtered on altar of burnt offering; blood sprinkled on 
the sides of the altar; eaten in a holy place 

 



God shows the way: passover 

• Exodus 12:5-23 

– Passover 

– Procedures: 

• Ram without defect 

• Slaughtered in twilight 

• Blood on sides of door frames placed on branches of 
hyssop 



HOLY WEEK 



Thursday to Friday 

• Holy week is the period when God’s way to salvation 
and access to heaven was achieved 

• How? 
– Jesus became the perfect sacrifice for the guilt offering 

– He also became the High Priest 

– All requirements for the perfect sacrifice was achieved 
once for all time 

– Now man has direct access to God 

– Then Jesus, God, rested from His work on the Sabbath 

• Then the final victory over death was manifested by 
Jesus’ resurrection 



Thursday 

• Mark 14:12-72 

– First day of the Feast of the Unleavened Bread, 
when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover 
Lamb 

– Evening 

• Last Supper 
– Large upper room  

– Breaking of bread and drinking of the cup of wine;  the 
betrayer was revealed 

– Sang a hymn 

 



Thursday evening 

• Mark 14:32- 
– Garden of Gethsemane 

• Prayer  

• Disciples sleepy/sleeping 

• Judas kiss 

• Jesus arrested 

– Jesus taken to the High Priest (v.53) 
• All the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law came 

• Spit on Jesus, blindfolded him, struck with their fists 

• Guards beat Jesus  

• Peter disowns Jesus 



Friday: the sacrifice 

1st hour – 7AM 
2nd hour – 8AM 
3rd hour – 9AM 

1. Bound  Jesus – brought to Pontius Pilate 
2. Pontius Pilate – Barabbas for release instead of Jesus 
3. Chief priests stirred the crowds: “Crucify him!” 
4. Barabbas released 
5. Jesus flogged; to be crucified 
6. Soldiers brought Jesus to the Praetorium (Fortress of 

Antonia)  
• Purple robe 
• Crown of thorns 
• “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
• Struck on the head; spit on Him 
• Falling on their knees, paid homage (mocked) 
• Took off the purple robe and returned his clothes 
• Led Jesus out to be crucified 

7. Via Dolorosa 
• Carried the cross 
• Simon of Cyrene forced to carry the cross 



Friday: sacrifice by the High Priest 
3rd hour – 9AM 
4th hour – 10AM 
5th hour – 11AM 
6th hour – 12 noon 

1. Golgotha 
• Crucified 
• Divided clothes – cast lots by soldiers  
• Written notice on the cross 
• Passers by – insults 
• Chief priests and teachers of the law – mocked 
• Soldiers – heaped insults 
• Women – watching from the distance 

2. Darkness came over the land (6th to 9th hour: 12 noon 
to 3PM) 

3. 9th hour (= 3PM) 
• Jesus cried “My God, why have you forsaken me?” 
• Sponge with vinegar wine on a stalk of a hyssop 

plant 
• Jesus said; “It is finished” and died 
• Earthquake 
• Veil of the temple was rent from top to bottom 
• Centurion: “Surely this is the Son of God” 

6th hour – 12 noon 
7th hour – 1PM 
8th hour – 2PM 
9th hour – 3PM 



Friday: Jesus is in the tomb 

10th hour – 4PM 
11th hour – 5PM 
12th hour – 6PM 

1. Golgotha (=4PM and onwards) 
• Jesus’ legs not broken 
• Joseph of Arimathea asks for Jesus’ body 

2. Tomb 
• Joseph of Arimathea wrapped Jesus’ body 
• Nicodemus brought the spices 
• Women watching: Mary Magdalene and Mary 

mother of Joses 
3. It was Preparation Day – for the Sabbath 

 



Saturday = Sabbath rest 

• It was the day of rest 

• God rested from His work (Genesis 2:2-3) 



Parallels in the Old Testament and 
Jesus’ sacrifice 

Guilt offering: ram, unblemished Offering: Jesus without sin 

Passover process 
1. Unblemished lamb (ram) 
2. Blood placed on the 

doorframes with hyssop 
plant 

Sacrifice for sin once for all: 
1. Jesus (without sin) 
2. Sin of man placed on Jesus 
3. Blood shed for the 

forgiveness of all sin (debt is 
paid in full) 

4. Drank from hyssop pole 
5. “It is finished” 

God passed over Israelites – 
sparing them from death 

Veil of temple rent – man can 
now access God because of 
Jesus’ sacrifice 

Sabbath: God rested from His 
work of creation 

Sabbath: Jesus, God, rested 
from His work of salvation 



Hebrews 9: Jesus, the perfect sacrifice 
and High Priest  

Elements Old Testament New Testament 

High priest Imperfect people Jesus, the sinless man 

Tabernacle  Man-made Perfect, not man made –  
It is heaven itself 

The sacrifice Bulls, calves, lamb, 
goats 

Jesus himself 

Entry; # of 
sacrifices 

Several times Only once 

Means of entry Blood of bulls and 
calves 

Blood of Jesus 

Redemption Temporary  Eternal 



From Good Friday to the present 

• Romans 5:18-19 

– One act of righteousness brought justification that 
brings life to all men 

– Through the obedience of one man – many will be 
made righteous 



Jesus’ sacrifice is done once for all 

• Hebrews 10:11-14 

– 11 Day after day every priest stands and performs 
his religious duties; again and again he offers the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all 
time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits 
for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by 
one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those 
who are being made holy 



Sunday: victory over death 

• Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-14; Luke 24:1-
49; John 20 and 21 

–The resurrection! 
 



GOD BLESS YOU INDEED IF YOU ACCEPT 
THE LORD JESUS AS LORD AND SAVIOR 
OF YOUR LIFE 



Jesus is the only hope and way for man 
to go to heaven 

• John 14:6 
– Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me 

• Acts 4:12   
– Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved.” 

• John 11:25 
–  “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 

believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and 
whoever lives by believing in me will never die. 

 



How can we be saved? 

• Ephesians 2:8-9 

– 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

• Romans 10:9-10  

– 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved 



What should we do? 

1. Recognize our sins and be sorry  

2. Confess these to the Lord (1John 1:9) 

3. Believe in the Lord Jesus as the only way to 
heaven and He is Lord of all 

4. Make Him the Lord of your life from now on 

1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness 



A suggested prayer of faith 

• Lord Jesus, I need you.  

• Thank you for dying on the cross and saving me 
from the fires of hell and painful torment forever. 
Thank you for giving me eternal life.  

• I am sorry for my sins and confess them to you.  

• I ACCEPT YOU AS my LORD AND SAVIOR.  

• Do with me according to what your plan for my 
life.  

•  Amen. 





Jesus’ warning 

• Matthew 10:32-33 
– 32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will 

also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, 
I will disown before my Father in heaven. 

• Mark 8:38 
– “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in 
his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 



THANK YOU 


